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From the Editor’s Desk 


Dear Friends- 


You may notice this issue looks a little different. I hope you 
do notice, and read, the long list of names that is printed at 
the bottom of many pages. It’s a somewhat belated but still 
genuine gesture of thanks to all of the Friends who made this 
publication possible in 2008. These are Friends who have 
given money, skills as writers and artists, and time to serving 
the organization. I cannot say this enough: this publication 
exists by the grace of its Friends, acting as instruments of the 
Spirit. Thank you for your support, and keep it coming! 


The first glimmers of spring are beginning to show, and my 
well-thumbed stack of seed catalogs is getting replaced by 
packets, pots and seedling mix. It’s a little chaotic, but out of 
the chaos will come tidy rows of (mostly) labeled seedlings, 
and eventually a whole lot of flowers, veggies and herbs. It’s 
pretty awe-inspiring, if you think about it, and I do think about 
it quite a bit. 


Genesis out of chaos is a recurring theme in my life these days 
—early in the month I despaired of pulling any sort of thematic 
issue together. Yet when I began working with the articles I 
had in hand, I realized way had opened, and there was in fact 
a beautiful meditation on writing, leadings, and the nature of 
Spirit-led work. Charles Martin’s article on publishing among 
early Friends provides great historical context for Judith 
Favor’s meditations on the practice of worshipful writing, and 
Judith’s life-changing experience of Spirit-led writing echoes 
Iris Graville’s inspiration and joy at sharing the stories of 
those who do truly inspired work with their hands. And Eliza 
Kretzmann’s first-person account of FCNL’s “heart-centered” 
approach to affecting change in our nation’s capital is a 
celebration of a similar joy. 


At the end of January, the Friends Bulletin Corporation board 
met in Tempe, Arizona. It was wonderful to be so welcomed 

by Tempe Friends, and to engage in Spirit-filled work. We 
added a day-long retreat—the first in anyone’s memory—and 
spent much of that time thinking about how this publication 
can best serve Friends in the West. We shared dozens of great 
ideas and suggestions, and you'll be seeing some changes in 
the magazine that reflect some of those ideas. But the phrase to 
which I return almost daily, uttered by a board member during 
an afternoon brainstorming session, is this: “I want there to be 
something for everyone who reads it in every issue of Western 
Friend.” It’s a lofty goal, and I hope you'll let me know how 
best to achieve it. 


503-956-4709 


In the Light, editor @westernfriend.org 
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“Interment” by Yuriko 
Etue, part of American 
Friends Service 
Committee’s /mmigrant 
Experience art exhibit. 
Featuring seven artists 
with family roots from 
Asia and Latin America, 
the Immigrant Experience 
attempts to elucidate the 
resilience of the spirit 
as it wrestles with the 
ambiguities of identity in 
America. 

AFSC Friends Gallery 
634 S. Spring St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90014 


Exhibition runs until 
Mar.12, 2009, M-F 8am-5pm 
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CALL FOR 
SUBMISSION S. 


estern Friend is Gina to announce re we ice will be the first in a series of 

books exploring themes and concepts integral to the lives of Friends through creative 
expression. This series, tentatively titled Giving Form to Faith, seeks to engage Friends from 
all walks of life in lifting up their spiritual experiences through the arts. 


For the first book in the series, we’d like to begin at the beginning. Tentatively titled By Any 
Name, it will be a collection of Friends’ expressions of God, Jesus, Light, Spirit, Creator. 


ART. PHOTOGRAPHY. POETRY. FICTION. CREATIVE NON-FICTION. 


We are interested in submissions of poetry, song, fiction and creative nonfiction, photos, 
paintings, sketches, collage, and photographic representation of three-dimensional work 

such as sculpture, quilting, etc. We welcome submissions from Friends everywhere, though 
preference will be given to pieces with some connection to the West, be it through the topic or 
the artist’s home place. This collection seeks to include many different voices, from children to. 
elders, those who know God as Christ and those who know Spirit as the Eternal Mother. 


The fundamental question we hope Friends will explore is, “How have you experienced God or 
the Divine?” We want your stories about these experiences, in whichever form speaks to you. 
Some of the following queries may spark additional inspiration for you. 


i 
z 
le 


Who—or what—comes to you in the silence of Meeting or in the joyousness of song? 
How does it feel when you experience the Light? 


What does it look and feel like to be moved by the Spirit? Do you feel Her breath on your skin, 
hear His voice? Describe those experiences. 


\ 
What does God look like to you? How about “that of God”? ope 
How do you know “the one who speaks to your condition”? new Bes <i 


SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 


Friends are invited to submit up to four pieces of writing or visual art. Titles, particularly 
for visual work, are appreciated. Digital submissions are preferred but not required. All 
submissions should be emailed or postmarked by Wednesday, April 15th. 


Please include your name, address, phone number, email, and meeting, church or worship 
group affiliation. A brief biography of two to three sentences is welcome but not required. 


Fiction and creative nonfiction pieces should be 250 to 2500 words in length. Poems and songs 
should be no more than 100 lines long. 


Visual art may be submitted as either color or black and white. All works should be submitted 
as a digital scan or photograph. Please do not send your one and only original piece of art! 

Submissions will not be returned. Digital submissions should be a minimum of 300 dpi at an 
image size of at least four inches wide. _ 


PLEO HL A LIORHE EEO BELO R LORELEI LORELEI OP RLOPORRIO AO RLEE RHODRI OEL RETRO R TENS EADS RE DN: 


Please send submissions to: book@westernfriend. org or ‘Western Friend, 4, 833, SE Main St., 
‘Mailbox #138 Portland, OR 97214. ‘ 
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ften when someone has been attending 

Meeting for a while a Friend will suggest, 
“Have you considered requesting membership? 
Just write a letter to the clerk and Oversight will 
appoint a clearness committee to meet with you.” 
How is it different when the attender is eleven or 
twelve years old and has been attending all her 
life? 


Our meeting, Palo Alto, is part of Pacific Yearly 
Meeting, which does not practice birthright 


membership. We expect that when someone raised 


in meeting wants to become a member, he or she 
will have to make his or her own commitment. 
Often, our teens find few peers in meeting and 
drift away. Some return much later, others never. 


There are, however, some examples of children 
in Quaker families who have asserted that they 
wished to be considered as full members. Often 
the desire to make the affiliation explicit comes 
before the teen leaves the area. Some might think 
it futile to go through the clearness process for 
someone who is going off to school, and whom 
they might never have as a fully participating 
member, committee appointee, contributor, etc. 
Yet one cannot become a Friend but through a 
monthly meeting. The meeting a person grows 
up in is already familiar, and it may be hard for 
someone to become known in a new meeting, 


especially if one is young and somewhat transient. 


As a college student, I discovered Friends and 
applied for membership before leaving for a year 
of study in France. Delta Meeting said, “Wait.” 

I reapplied after I returned, but I would have 
liked to have considered myself a Friend while 

I was in Europe. Later, as a member of Marin 
Meeting, I recall a young man applying for 
membership before leaving for overseas work and 


THANK YOU TO ADRIAN CARI 


ALLEN STOCKBRIDGE ” 


> AL & MARIAN HOGE ” 
ee ENGLISH & TOM WHITEMAN * ANGELINA CONTI ” 


by Sandy Farley 


study. I encouraged the meeting to process Diego 
Navarro’s request knowing how important that 
connection to a meeting is when you are away. He 
is still active in the society. 


Our daughter Sue applied when she was eleven. 
A committee was appointed and met two or three 
times before recommending that she be recorded 
as a member. The first session, we think, was 
spent clarifying that her parents had not put her 
up to this. She made it clear that she wanted to go 
to a Quaker boarding school, “as a member of the 
Society of Friends.” The committee agreed. 


Now, many years later, she and her husband 
are both active members of a meeting in North 
Carolina. 


Cara Arcuni joined Palo Alto meeting before going 
off to Swarthmore College. We happened to be 
present in Santa Cruz Meeting when another teen, 
Rebecca Sullivan, had her membership recorded 
while still in high school, so that she could move to 
Pennsylvania with her family as a member. 


Our expectations as a meeting should probably 
not include having teen members carrying a lot 
of committee responsibilities, though they should 
be asked to serve when their time and interests 
make it possible. We should more likely assume 
that our young members will leave us with a tether 
attached. In our meeting, part of that tether is 

an automatic subscription to Western Friend. 
The tether may draw them into another meeting 
somewhere across the world. When asked if they 
are Friends, they can answer with certainty. 


Sandy Farley and her husband, Tom, are 
members of Palo Alto Friends Meeting. At Pacific 
Yearly Meeting’s 2008 Annual Gathering, they 
led an interest group on membership for youth. 


ALICIA ADAMS * ALISON MOHR * 
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round 350 years ago groups of individuals 

throughout England began gathering together 
searching for a new way to worship God. The 
various faith communities of the day ranged from 
the Church of England, the official state church, 
to the dissident groups including the Baptist, 
Presbyterian, and Congregationalist Churches 
(called independents.) 
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By the 18th Century much of the persecution 
had ceased but the message of the Light within 
kept being spread through pamphlets, tracts, 
essays, periodicals, and particularly through 

the published memoirs of Friends, the spiritual 
autobiographies called Journals. Many, if not 
most, of these writings were done under the 
oversight of the writer’s Monthly Meeting, Yearly 


These and — Meeting, 
other sects Pee ae 
"ek The First Publishers of | {ts 
satisfy the e IPS Ct Uu iswners O meee 
longing of here? 

these seekers London Yearly 
for genuine ee 
religious arenes 
experience. Meeting. 
Instead they As splits 

felt that if occurred in 
they gathered b V Charles M artin the American 
together, sat v branch of 

in silence, and the Society 
did away with in the 19th 
all outward Century, the 


practices that God would tell them how they 
should proceed. 


To these people came a young itinerant preacher 
named George Fox who proclaimed that Jesus 
Christ had come to teach his people Himself, 

and that through the Light of the Seed of Christ 
Within, called the Inner Light, they could have 

a direct experiential relationship with God. The 
message took hold and out of the divergent groups 
labeled Seekers arose the Religious Society of 
Friends. Their message was so revolutionary that 
they immediately came under attack by both 

the civil and religious authorities. The people 
called “Quakers” fought back non-violently by 
sending ministers throughout the British Isles 

to proclaim their message. The First Publishers 
of Truth, as they called themselves, held public 
meetings for worship, debates, and began issuing 
pamphlets and books to explain Friends’ beliefs. 
The published writings did much to spread the 
message of these early Friends and the movement 
grew tremendously, spreading to Europe and to 
the American Colonies. 


number of periodicals, pamphlets and books that 
were produced grew, oftentimes taking one side 
or another in the various disputes. One result 

was that in the Americas the Society of Friends 
separated into a number of often fractious, 
contentious groups. This differentiation between 
the factions of the Society carried on throughout 
the 20th Century, with the exception of the 
re-unification of the Hicksite and Orthodox 
Meetings within Friends General Conference. 

The world changed in dramatic ways during the 
20th Century, as did the ways in which Friends 
engaged in the world. As new forms of technology 
developed so did the ways Friends found to 
express their views. Now, in the first part of the 
Twenty-first Century, Friends are finding the need 
to spread their message more urgent than ever 
and the ways and means to do so more varied than 
ever. 


Charles Martin is a member of San Francisco 
Monthly Meeting and current co-clerk of Quakers 
United in Publications (QUIP). 


* CLAREMONT MONTHLY MEETING » CRAIG DOVE » CURTIS RAYNOR > DALE BERRY > DANIEL 
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in Publications 


In 1983 a small group of Quaker publishers 
and booksellers came together to form 
Quakers Uniting in Publications (QUIP), 

to help participants overcome the sense of 
isolation they were feeling in the work of 
publishing the Truth. Over the next twenty- 
five years QUIP grew into an international 
organization representing the entire 
theological and social spectrum of the 
Religious Society of Friends. 


Among QUIP’s many accomplishments are 
cooperative publishing ventures to provide 
needed publications at lower prices. George 
Fox’s Book of Miracles, and Whispers of 
Faith by Young Friends are two examples. 
A second volume of writings by Young 
Friends, the Quaker Youth Books Project, is 
currently underway. The Tacey Sowle Fund, 
to assist in the production and distribution 
of Quaker publications in the third world, 

is another way that QUIP works to serve 
the under represented voices of Friends 
throughout the world. As the undertaking of 
proclaiming the Quaker message becomes 
more diversified, QUIP is working to 
understand how it can best help. 


QUIP is a cooperative organization with 
minimal paid staff. Members agree to 
participate in the work and worship of the 
group. This includes serving on standing 
committees, project committees and program 
planning committees for annual meetings. 


If you want to know about becoming a 
member of QUIP or have any questions 
regarding the work of QUIP go to the website, 
www.quaker.org/quip or contact: 


Charles Martin, Co-Clerk, 54 Lapidge Street, 


San Francisco, CA 94110: phone 415-864-4117 | 


email: charles@innerlightbooks.com 
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beliefs you should consider supporting QUIP. 
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{ 
Publishing the Truth in the 21st Century | 
The annual conference of Quakers Uniting in | 
Publications (QUIP), to be held in April at the Twin 
Rocks Center in Oregon, is titled Publishing | 
the Truth in the 21st Century. The gathering will be 
| 


examining what it means to use the written word as 
ministry given the rapid change in which people are 
communicating in the 21st Century. 

Traditional publishers, booksellers and 
representatives of the publications divisions of larger 
Quaker organizations will join along with individual 
writers, editors, designers, web-servants, and others 
to discuss how to move forward in the rapidly 
changing communications environment. If you are 
interested in any aspect of communicating Quaker 
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pe Favor speaks in the low, calm voice of 
one who is well-versed in contemplation and 

a centered life. This is no surprise; in her early 
forties, Judith felt called to seminary and earned 
a Master’s of Divinity at the Pacific School of 
Religion in Berkeley. She was ordained in the 
United Church of Christ and served congregations 
in San Francisco. Eventually Judith felt ready 

to “pastor the pastors” and turned to work as a 
spiritual guide and counselor. Her contemplative 
hunger was nurtured by unprogrammed worship, 
and ten years ago she gave up her role as UCC 
clergy to become a member of Claremont Monthly 
Meeting in southern California. 


In addition to her spiritual work with individuals, 
Judith has led many workshops for the 
Alternatives to Violence Project, guiding prisoners 
in AVP processes and practices at the Central 
CaliforniaWomen’s Facility in Chowchilla and 
other prisons. 


Worshipful writing is a practice Judith has 
developed out of more than thirty years of 


& ANN MILLIKAN >» GERALD & ERIC HAYNES » HAROLD & FAITH CARSON ” 
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AS A 
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FOR THE 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH 
JUDITH FAVOR 
BY KATHY HYZY 


participating in and leading journaling workshops. 
In essence, it is quite similar to the experience 

of Meeting for Worship—expectant, centered 
listening for promptings of the Spirit. The only 
difference is recording those promptings with a 
pen and notepad in hand. Just as prayer can be an 
individual or group experience, worshipful writing 
can be done alone or in a group setting. Judith 
feels a particular calling to the corporate practice 
of reflective writing. The first weekend of April 

she is leading a workshop at Ben Lomond Quaker 
Center entitled, “Worshipful Writing: Discerning 
Our Way in That Which is Eternal.” 


I spent some time talking with Judith about her 
ministry of worshipful writing, and the historic 
role of writing as a means of discernment among 
Friends. 


{8} Talk a bit about your own writing practice. 
Do you write daily? 


I journal almost every day. Before rising I wait 
awhile under the covers listening and receiving 


HAROLD & 
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promptings, and then I write what comes to me in 
the stillness. I write more in depth during retreats 
or times of Sabbath. 


WORSHIPFUL WRITING IS A SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 
THAT KEEPS ME MORE ATTUNED TO THE PRESENCE 
OF LOVE IN DAILY LIFE. 


A few years ago, I was visiting a Meeting in San 
Diego when a Friend stood during worship and 
said, “Is this what love requires of us, or is this 
what we are doing instead?” For me, worshipful 
writing is a spiritual practice that keeps me more 
attuned to the presence of love in daily life. “Is this 
what love requires of me?” has become a central 
discernment query for me. 


‘How is the experience of worshipful writing 
different from everyday journal writing? 


It feels so true—there’s a deep sense of rightness 
and alignment with something larger than 

the personal self. I have found that journaling 
workshops are exhausting at the time, then 
enlivening afterwards. In a group setting, we write 
for longer than most people are accustomed to 
doing, though there are plenty of breaks. When we 
are together, it can be quite intense, but there’s a 
sense of integration, too, and a dynamic quality to 
the work. 


THERE'S PARADOX AND POWER TO IT. 
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work. In my experience, it doesn’t end, and writing 
gives us a way to pay attention to what needs to 
happen next. 


Through prison ministry 
with AVP I became aware 
of the way Elizabeth 
Gurney Fry overcame 
personal fears to lead the 
prison reform movement in Victorian England. In 
her journals she questioned her own motivations 
for all sorts of things. She kept bringing herself 
back to the truth of herself through queries 
recorded in her own hand. How many of us 

pose questions of that nature on a personal 

level outside of Meeting for Worship? Perhaps 
more than I realize. It served Elizabeth Fry 

well, strengthening her to awaken people to the 
humanity of prisoners. 


Early Friends often spoke of “feeling after the 
Truth.” We might say, “developing an intuitive 
feeling for true leadings.” What I’ve found is how 
dependably worshipful writing actually lifts up 
what Friends might call seeds, buried deep within 
us, beneath all kinds of layers of distractions. 
Worshipful writing tills the soil so these inner 
seeds of God get honored, and cultivated. Historic 
Quaker journals attest to the many ways Friends 
can follow these leadings! I have a feeling the 
Religious Society of Friends is ready for 
corporate writing to support the process 


THERE IS ALSO A SENSE OF SUSPENSEFUL of corporate discernment at this point in 


READINESS-WHAT WILL EMERGE? 


I don’t recall who said this, but the words often 
return to mind: “Worshipful writing is solitary 
work I cannot do alone.” There’s paradox and 
power to it. There is also a sense of suspenseful 
readiness—what will emerge? What old agitations 
might be cast in a new light? 


What is the connection between worshipful 
writing, discernment, and early Friends? 


Writing has been a discernment tool long before 
Quakers—look at the psalmists and prophets. 

It helps us participate in continuing revelation. 
Discernment is very dynamic, really a lifelong 


history. 


‘Is there a time when worshipful 
writing was really powerful for you? 


My children were in grade school, and I was 
writing in the presence of a group, focusing on a 
dialogue with work. Suddenly I was filled with fear 
and trembling. I had written that I wanted to be 
a pastor to the pastors who work so hard to tend 
their flocks. I hunched down over the page so it: 
wouldn’t be seen. It seemed too bold for words! 
Yet I kept going back to that. It turned out to have 
been an early intimation of my life’s ministry 
and work, though I had no way to follow it then. 
Eventually I went to seminary at the Pacific School 
continued on Page 16 
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Re Donte from the Field 


By Eliza Kretzmann 


y first impression of Washington DC after stepping 
out of the bustling Union Station is epic tall white 
buildings and flags flapping merrily against a cool 
black night. Obama has just been elected, and the air 
is electric. There is a buzz of energy — sleek young 
professionals clip by in a wave of black coats and cell 
phones, slopes of manicured green lawns rise up to brick 
and marble, cabs and cars bustle by cheerily. 


This is a world away from my home city of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico (a land of heartbreaking clear blue skies, scuffed 
cowboy boots, dirt roads and cracked sidewalks.) I have 
never visited DC before, despite years of living in New 
York City, and am surprised by how much I like it. The 
excitement of policy, the feeling of brushing up against the 
nation’s power and history, the condensation of brilliant 
minds — all of this leaves me feeling exhilarated, especially 
in the happy wake of Obama’s victory. 


Friend’s National Committee on Legislation’s Annual 
Conference (FCNL) was truly an inspiration, and was both 


Outgoing and incoming clerks of FCNL’s General Committee: Marge 
Abbott, Multnomah Monthly Meeting, Portland OR, Dorsey Green, 


University Friends Meeting, Seattle WA, and Hal Wright. Photo by FCNL. 
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sharply intelligent and heart-centered. 
The presentations from FCNL staff, 
Senate and Congress representatives, and 
policy makers, were outstanding. 


Obama has just been elected, 
and the air is electric. 


Since so many Friends are politically 
active, I’d like to share what I learned in a 
session entitled, “Lobbying: What works? 
What doesn’t?” For this session, a panel 
of Hill staff discussed effective lobbying 
strategies. [see sidebar] 


I had a chance to lobby at the offices of 
New Mexico representatives Bingaman 
and Udall. FCNL gave us the mandate to 
urge for the support of comprehensive 
diplomacy with Iran. It was eye-opening 
for me to see how simple it was to get a 
meeting with a Senator’s office, and how 
friendly the staff was. If you have not 
lobbied before, I highly recommend it! It 
is thrilling to be involved more directly 
in our democracy, and I was impressed 
with my fellow Quaker representatives’ 
knowledge and eloquence about 
international issues. If you want to get 
involved, FCNL offers lobbying days — the 
next is April 5-6 of this year (for more 
details go to so please check out www. 
fenl.org). As one friend put it, lobbying 
your representative is like adding “a small 
pebble to a pile.” If you add enough, 
mountains may shift. 


Another moment that shines in my 
memory was the opening reception 
presentation delivered by Helen Thomas. 
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Helen is a veteran White House journalist, who 
has covered every president since JFK. She was 
also the first female member and president of the 
White House Correspondents Association. She 
often appears on television and radio shows, and 
has a reputation for asking tough questions of 
our presidents. Helen was inspiring both as one 
who opposed much of the Bush Administration’s 
policies and as a woman. 


I left Washington very impressed with the 
thoughtfulness of FCNL, with a renewed sense 

of individual empowerment, and yes, hope. A 
capital that once felt so far away, structures of 
power that once felt impenetrable, suddenly 

felt more accessible. I left with a more tangible 
connection to our democratic process, to the idea 
that my ideas may be heard at a national level. 
Past experiences have taught me the power of 
grassroots, but this conference was the first time 
I felt a confidence in bringing those lessons to the 
few and powerful. 


Eliza Kretzmann is a “young adult” 
representative to FCNL for New Mexico, along 
with Robert and Carrol Pearson and Mary 
Burton Risely. She is the Executive Director of 
the Railyard Park Stewards in Santa Fe. She 
has worked on community and environmental 
programs for most of her career, and has 
volunteered with the American Friends Service 
Committee since she was 13. 


Clearly outline what you want and when you 
_ want it — which Bill you oppose/ support, and a 
_ short: description of your position. 


Email i is better than snail mail or faxes for most 
_ Offices, because staff can more easily share it 
with Representatives. 


7 Listing groups and phone numbers of members 
/ ganizations supporting a bill ele to lend 
‘0 your argument. — / 


r message concise! 
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Judith, continued from page 9 


of Religion, and became a pastor in the United 
Church of Christ for a few years. And now that is 
my work—I am a spiritual guide with chaplains, 
ministers and seminary students. 


{Talk a bit about the workshop at 
Quaker Center. 


My work is to support people in doing meditative 
writing. Margaret Fell invited us to “deal plainly 
with ourselves.” Spiritual writing might be a way 
of achieving that. 


I led a version of this workshop at Friends General 
Conference in 2007. However, at FGC only one 
person attended from a given meeting. This 
workshop at Ben Lomond is an invitation for 
people to come in twos and threes so they can pay 
attention to leadings that might be coming up 

in their Meetings, or within the Yearly Meeting 
Committees they serve. This way we can nurture 
emergent nudges through writing together. 


We will be recording what comes as it comes, 
without judging. This is one aspect of aligning 
with God; the other is through corporate worship 
sharing. As we read out what we have written, 
back into the circle, we listen to see if something 
has particular energy to it. We write from the 
center and accept our inner wisdom, even if we 
don’t yet understand what it means. 


{3 Do you have any advice for someone wishing 
to practice worshipful writing? 


Just sit with your pen in your hand and record 
what you notice. When I become aware that my 
mind is stuck in an old familiar loop I ask, “What 
wants my attention? What wants to be known?” 
And then just wait—as we do in Meeting—in the 
Light. Write down whatever comes, even if it 
doesn’t make sense. Deeper levels of meaning may 
emerge over time. 


Judith’s workshop at Ben Lomond is April 3-5. 
Visit www.quakercenter.org for details, or call 
Jacob and Gretta at (831) 336-8333. 

Sliding scale fees; scholarships available. 
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_ Hands at 


Work 


An interview with Iris Graville abeu! her ne\ saben 


ie 2004, Iris Graville attended a show of 
photographs by Summer Moon Scriver, titled 
“Hands of Creation.” Iris found herself particularly 
drawn to Summer’s photographs of working 
hands, and approached Summer about telling the 
stories behind those hands. From attending the 
birth of a child to cozy artists’ studios and even 
riding along on a salmon fishing boat, Iris and 
Summer plunged into the worlds of those who 
work with their hands. Four years of in-depth 
interviews produced Hands at Work: Portraits & 
Profiles of People Who Work with their Hands, a 
joyful meditation on the nature of work, and the 
hands that make it possible. 


Iris is a member of University 
Friends Meeting in Seattle, WA, 
and worships regularly with the 
Lopez Island Worship Group. 
Hands at Work is the first 
publication by her publishing 
company, Heron Moon Press. I 
spoke with Iris by phone, shortly 
before her departure to spend two 
and a half weeks in Nicaragua. 


How did you identify the 
individuals you interviewed and 
photographed for the book? 


We started with the pictures Summer had already 
taken of people at work. One of our desires was to 
include a broad spectrum of kinds of work. Then 
we thought about people we know, and made a 
long list. Fortunately, we live in a place where 

it’s not hard to find those who work with their 
hands. Some types of work we thought would be 
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interesting included sign language and a midwife, 
and for some of those we had to go outside Lopez. 


We didn’t have anyone turn us down. We chose 
people who were actively involved with work—not 
necessarily the way they make their living, but 
something they are deeply involved in. Maybe 
one-third of the people in the book are artisans 
of some kind. There 
are also farmers, and 
a collage of healing 
hands. There is a 
range of ages, from a 25 year-old to a woman who 
was 89 when we interviewed her. 
And there is a range in the length 
of time people have been doing 
their work. 


What did you notice about the 
responses from the people you 
profiled? 


Without exception, people 
talked about how important it 
was to have work with a 
tactile experience. Work 
with touch was important, 
and contributed a lot to 
satisfaction with their work. 


“Those other things ar 
This is my work.’ 


Work 


There’s a sense of connection people feel in doing 
this work. Some is passed down in the family, 

or a part of their cultural heritage. It helps them 
connect to people, and their hands allow them to 
connect to other people. So many of them spoke of 
hoping to do this work until they die. 


Many of them would say, “those other things are 
jobs. This is my work.” This work with their hands 
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Or 
Talk a bit about the process of putting the book 
together. What was it like? 


I experienced a whole range of emotions, from being 
really excited to, “Oh my gosh, do I really have this 
in me?” It was a collaborative process that required a 
lot of communication back and forth. Bob [the book 
designer] came with us on one of the sessions, but 
otherwise we would email him text and images in 
draft form. It’s obvious he really let those guide the 
layout, and it contributed to the telling of the story. 
The sequencing and the text all move the story along. 


It’s one of the most intense things I’ve ever done—I 
felt an incredible sense of joy to get to talk to people 
about something so important to them. They are 
ordinary people, like us, and that can be both 
meaningful and extraordinary. 


Did you learn anything about yourself along the 
way? 


was really nourishing to them. Others talked I have felt for a very long time that part of my 
2DS. about taking a while to get to a place where ministry is to tell the untold stories of people. The 
they did enjoy their work. way being asked made them think about their own 


work was very gratifying. And I am very clear now 
that writing is my ministry. Like any gift, I have to 
work really hard at it. 


How did you conduct the interviews? 


For most of the profiles, Summer and I worked 
together—I’d interview and she’d photograph 


as they worked. Each one took several hours. How has writing this book affected your conception 


of work? Of Spirit? 


This project reinforced my belief we really do need 
to pay attention to those nudges that guide us into a 


particular kind of work. We stand a better chance of 
Most of the people I knew to some degree being fulfilled. 


before interviewing them. Every one of those, } Fe ae a wow 
[learned something about them. The biggest Work is a way to be Light in the world. It is evident 


surprise to me is how little we really talk about to me their passion, drive, desire, comes from a 
the deeper place. Even though it’s not language they 


1 way to be Lig ht in the world. work would use, it’s important for all of us to hear that 
whenever we can. 


Do you feel that you learned something 
different about these people by interviewing 
them while they were at work? 


we are 

passionate about. When you think about how Any kind of work can come from a Spirit-led place. 
much time we spend at work, and how little Regardless of the kind of work we do, we can be 

time we spend talking about what we hope to inspired. I believe that Spirit intends for us to be 
achieve.... it was really a gift we could give to joyful about the work we do. When we are, it’s a good 
them, the opportunity to share that passion indication that it is Spirit-led work. 

with others. Iris will be reading from Hands at Work at Friends 


I learned about the skills needed for this work, | General Conference and at North Pacific Yearly 
and the importance of process. There aremany Meeting’s Annual Session. To see excerpts or to 
steps, many hours involved, mistakes andtrial order a copy, visit www.handsworking.com. 
and error involved. 
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WESTERN YOUNG FRIENDS 
NEW YEARS GATHERING 


Tis Friends Everywhere, 


We gathered this week at 
Camp Myrtlewood, arriving 
through the pounding rain. 
We are thrilled to return 
to this beautiful site, with 
its tall trees, roaring river, 
and a newly insulated 
and significantly warmer 
gathering space. 37 Young 
Friends between the ages 
of 60 years and 15 weeks 
in utero gathered this year, 
representing regions from 
Seattle to Los Angeles and 
three yearly meetings. We welcomed new friends, 
reunited with old, and missed those who could not 
make it this year. 


We leapt into the kitchen. Delicious meals were 
central to our week together, and cooking and 
cleaning were opportunities for fellowship and 
sing-a-longs. We quickly coalesced through 
ice-breakers, including competitive vegetable 
impersonations. This fun continued throughout 
the week with a dance party, lively storytelling, 
ping-pong playing, games and massages. Our days 
started late and ended in the early morning, with 
much of the time spent in fireside camaraderie. 


Through our games and laughter, the Spirit was 
present. We had hard work to do together this 
week. Sierra Friends Center, a former gathering 
site, gave us the opportunity to develop a policy 
on drug and alcohol use at our gathering. Without 
this policy, we would not be invited to return to 
that site. We came together in worship sharing to 
explore our feelings and fears, and found ourselves 
diverging from policy creation into a discussion 
of personal spiritual journeys and our support 

of one another. We have not yet come to unity 

on the topic, but found that we shared common 
convictions of harm reduction and nurturing the 
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safety of all who gather with us. 


This culminated in a realization that our gathering 
is not guided by the social norms and punishments 
of our society, but by Spirit. We recognized that 
this was a new approach to an old topic and many 
of us were transformed by our process. We were 
moved to capture this transformation in a minute, 
feeling that the Spirit was leading us down a new 
path. Unfortunately, this may mean letting go of 
our connection with Sierra Friends Center. We all 
recognize that as one way closes another opens, 
and we look forward to creating connections with 
sites that share our values. 


We brought in the new year in worship together. 
We reflected, healed, cried—but mostly we 
laughed. We shared what we were taking into 
the new year and what we were leaving behind, 
throwing our thoughts and hopes into the fire. 
Plus, there was cookie dough. 


Our gathering was challenging, but we feel that the 
Spirit was always present. We were held by each 
other and by the light, and spent the week reveling 
in this community that brings us so much joy. 


In the light, Western Young Friends New Year’s 
Gathering, 2008-2009 
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QUERIES FOR FRIENDS ON 


raveling recently among Friends to talk about 
war taxes, I heard how one Friend became 
a tax resister while standing in a visa office in 
Australia. As a visitor, she could choose between a 
three month visa or one for six months. The longer 
one required her to sign the following statement: 
I certify that I do not belong to or support any 
organization that promotes terrorism or war. 


Stunned, she realized that as a tax-paying US 
citizen, she could not sign the statement. She 
stayed in Australia only three months, and came 
back determined not to pay taxes any more. 


Few experience such a powerful epiphany 
regarding the use of our tax dollars. But for many 
Friends faithful to the Quaker peace testimony, 
the tax season often causes a special distress about 
supporting the military activities of our nation. 


Some Friends have used queries to help focus 
their thoughts on the issue. 


Do I feel a leading to challenge the war machine 
by objecting in some way to the payment of war 
taxes? 
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What are my major fears and joys about 
challenging the government in this way? 


What are the personal or family needs I would 
need to address before I could become a tax 
resister? 


Getting clear about one’s personal leading and 
situation in relation to federal taxes is always of 
primary importance. The easier part is learning 
about the different options for war tax resistance, 
readily available from the National War Tax 
Resistance Coordinating Committee at www. 
NWTRCC.org. 


For many Friends, the first simple and legal step 
is to pay under protest. You file your IRS 1040 
and send your money, but you include a note 

on a separate piece of paper saying that you are 
paying under protest, and why. Be sure to send a 
copy of the note to your federal legislators, whose 
addresses are available online. http://www.fenl. 
org can connect you even if you don’t know who 
your legislator is--click on “Contact Congress” 

in the Action Center on the left-hand side of the 
screen. 


By Elizabeth Boardman. Elizabeth and Steve 
Leeds have been traveling among Friends in 
College Park Quarterly Meeting (N. CA and 
Nevada) with a concern for taxes and the peace 
testimony. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


What is the future of Friends? The authors in the 
Summer 2008 issue write eloquently about the 
future of the Society. When I look to the future, I 
don’t see our current organization: I see people. 
People changed by the action of the Divine, the 
Eternal, in their lives through the medium of their 
organizational structures. 


All organizations are created by us to meet our 
needs: the Divine doesn’t need our organizations. 
As our needs change, our organizations either 
change to match or they dissolve. I see the 
Religious Society of Friends riding a powerful 
trajectory of change. Many others, as individuals 
and in group associations, ride this trajectory with 
us. Why cling to forms? 


Sharing the forms we have found most valuable 
in our spiritual journeys into wholeness is one 
way we build community; sharing our deep, 
transforming experiences is, for me, even more 
powerful. Some of these experiences occur within 
our organizational forms. Friends have many 
experiences of these, particularly in our Meetings 
for Worship and Meetings for Worship for the 
Purpose of Business. I’ve also found personal 
contacts and sharing between Friends very 
valuable — particularly as I’ve been limited in my 
ability to attend Friends’ gatherings. As I see this, 
the catalyst for transformation of individuals and 
organizations is in the change-trajectory, powered 
by the Divine in our lives. 


Friends are part of the fomenting, Life-rich 
growing edge of human alignment with, resonance 
with, the Will (activated intention), the Light 
(creative expression) and the Power (structuring 
forces) of the Divine. The current value of the 
Religious Society of Friends is clearly expressed 
by the quality of this article’s authors who write so 
passionately about the organization they cherish. 


What attracted me to Friends was the spiritual 
depth of those I found there. Now that I can no 
longer attend any public gatherings, including 

Friends (I am chemically sensitive), I’m able to 
clarify for myself why I still consider myself a 
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Friend. We speak and live from the same heart- 
directed territory; we draw our strength and 
inspiration from the same Source; we ride the 
change-trajectory together. The people inspire 
and inform me! I ride better, knowing I’m in such 
good-godly company. 


In my vision of us in the future, our edges, our 
boundaries as individuals and groups, fall away. 
We are humankind’s future. 


Alicia Adams 
Member, Berkeley Friends Meeting 
Berkeley, CA 


I feel strongly that Pacific Yearly Meeting should 
not join any branch of Quakerism. A member of 
my Meeting, new to Pacific Yearly Meeting, was 
looking at the chart of the tree of Quakerism with 
its many branches and said, “That’s the one I 
want to belong to.” They pointed to the one that 
cuts across all the others, the Beanite one, which 
is us. By joining Friends General Conference, for 
instance, we would be separating ourselves from 
Friends United Meeting, Evangelical Friends 
International and any other Friends group. I 
would rather work toward building bridges as 
Friends World Committee for Consultation does 
instead of putting up walls. 


It is true that we benefit from FGC in many 

ways, which we can still do without officially 
joining. Some years ago, I was a part of an ad 

hoc committee set up by the Yearly Meeting to 
look into the advisability of joining FGC. We met 
with a representative of FGC discussing the pros 
and cons of joining, and the conclusion on both 
sides was for PYM folks to continue enjoying the 
Gathering, buying books and other materials, and 
taking advantage of all the great things FGC offers, 
but it was not necessary to join the organization to 
do so. I still feel that that is the best path for us. 


Gloria Kershner 
Grass Valley Friends Meeting 
Nevada City, CA 
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American Quaker War Tax Resistance 


from the 17th through the 19th Century 
by David Gross 


David Gross has. created a marvelous historical 
compilation of 167 intelligent and intense writings 
on the challenging question of whether people of 
conscience should pay for war. 


When David Gross was putting together his 

first book, We Won’t Pay: A Tax Resistance 
Reader, covering tax resistance of many kinds, he 
envisaged this Quaker collection as a small spin- 
off. He ended up with 466 pages. 


The first Quaker case reported here dates from 
1666. The collection shows dramatically how 
American Quakers have labored ever since with 
questions about what stand to take, what portion 
of one’s taxes to pay, whether to break the law 

of the land, how much to suffer for the sake of 
conscience, and how to support resisters in their 
Meetings. Individuals expressed opinions for and 
against every nuance in letters and tracts. Local 
and regional bodies of Friends recorded minutes 
stating their group consensus on these matters — 
and that consensus changed as the years passed. 


For 350 years, the debates have been the same. 
Quakers struggling with these moral issues today 
will be inspired by the effort, intelligence, and self- 
sacrifice of those who walked the war tax resister’s 
path in the past. They may find here language to 
use in their own statements of conscience before 
the IRS and the US courts. 


Himself a resister (but not a Quaker), David Gross 
produced this straight-forward and compelling 
book himself. Copies are available at www. 
createspace.com, or contact nwtrcc@nwtrcc.org. 


Reviewed by Elizabeth Boardman, a Quaker war 
tax resister in San Francisco. 


Quaker Women: Personal Life, Memory 
and Radicalism in the Lives of Women 
Friends, 1780-1930 

by Sandra Stanley Holton 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Letters and diaries provide a window on a largely 
unseen world; they are not meant for everyone’s 
eyes. Sandra Stanley Holton had sole access to 
a large archive written by an extensive network 
of middle-class British Quaker women, from the 
late 18th through the early 20th centuries, with 
which to re-create private lives. Since Quaker 
women were in the forefront of participation in 
women’s rights, radical politics, the mobilization 
of national and international networks, and in 
the professions, trailblazing public lives are also 
depicted. 


Diagrams showing complex family/religious/ 
social relationships help the reader navigate. 
Central is the Priestman-Bright circle, created by 
the marriage of Elizabeth Preistman (daughter of 
Rachael, a minister) and John Bright, “radical” 
politician and the first Quaker member in the 
British Cabinet. The author concentrates on one 
married and one unmarried woman from each 
generation, examining the complex interaction 
of domestic and religious attitudes, family and 
business networks, and worldly activities, in a 
narrative across time. The book reads like a very 
detailed epic novel. Those webs of kinship and 
shared culture naturally extend to America. 


These are not your stereotypical Victorian women: 
Quaker women’s status as ministers, overseers, 
and elders are chronicled as predecessors of 
equally novel leadership roles in broader society. 
This is why historians of women have been so 
captivated by Quakers. 


Quaker culture has always been characterized 

by an overlap of public, personal, and religious 
life. The values and activities described by 
Holton illustrate how Quaker women could 

have authoritative identities that were strongly 
family-centered, and also be focused outward, 
toward the world. If you have an interest in the 
contributions of “ordinary” Quaker women to 
our culture and society, or are dealing with work/ 
life balance issues yourself, reading about the 
private experience detailed here will provide some 
perspective. 


Reviewed by Sue Friday. Sue is a part of Berkeley 
Friends Meeting in Berkeley, California. 
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MEMORIAL MINUTES 


Beverly Dorothea Deffes 
Labin 


Nov. 14, 1935, New Orleans,LA 
May 19, 2008, Redwood City, CA 


This may be the only time that a 
Quaker Memorial Service and High 
Tea have ever been combined. But 
Beverly Labin was someone who 
could weave together different 
strands of life into a pattern that 
was uniquely her own. 


Born in 1935 on France Street 

a block from the Mississippi 

River in downtown New Orleans, 
Beverly showed a flair for dancing 
from an early age. In addition 

to taking ballet classes, she was 
extraordinarily limber and could 
do such acrobatic feats as bending 
over backwards, putting her head 
through her legs and drink a glass 
of water while upside down — an 
act she performed at Carnival balls 
during Mardi Gras as a child. Her 
sister Carol, 7 years younger, recalls 
that Beverly was always trying to 
push herself in other ways as well, 
walking around the house with her 
nose in the dictionary or reciting 
poetry or listening to classical 
music. 


Such a child didn’t like living 

in Chalmotte, a suburb of New 
Orleans where the family moved 
when she was about 12 years old. 
Her grandfather, John Deffes, 
had immigrated by boat to the 
United States from France. 

Her father Salvador was a self- 
employed painting contractor; her 
mother, Dorothea Amelia Labin, 
of Dutch, German and Spanish 
descent, worked as a bookkeeper 
at a restaurant. They had moved 
to Chalmotte to raise minks for 
extra cash. But Beverly preferred 
the French Quarter and was happy 
when she got the chance to go to 
Concordia University, a Lutheran- 
affiliated college outside Chicago. 
She never returned to live in 
Louisiana. But she took with her 

a very New Orleans-like love of 
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cooking that was to give so much 
pleasure over the years to her family 
and friends. 


After graduating from Concordia, 
Beverly briefly taught school in 
Oklahoma and in Canada. One 
vacation she and a friend drove 
west to California. Beverly recalled 
that it was love at first sight when 
she laid eyes on San Francisco while 
crossing the Golden Gate Bridge. 
She soon returned to seek a career 
in dance in the city that, for the rest 
of her life, she would live in or near. 
She danced with several modern 
dance companies in San Francisco 
during the late 1960s before she 
injured herself. By this time she had 
met and married Frank Satterwhite, 
then a member of San Francisco 
Meeting, with whom she had her 
two daughters, Heather, born in 
1968 and Erica, born a year and a 
half later. 


During this period Beverly first 
started attending San Francisco 
Friends Meeting, which became 
her spiritual home. She applied 
for membership in June 1972 after 
attending the Quaker meeting for 
the previous two and a half years. 
She became actively involved in 
the meeting, serving on numerous 
committees over the next decade 
and made several lifelong friends 
there, including Rick Sapporito for 
whom she provided support during 
his long illness with AIDS. 


Through the Quakers Beverly 
became a passionate anti-war 
activist. During the Vietnam war, 
for instance, she joined others 
protesting the departure of the 
USS Enterprise in September 1972. 
Beverly and a few others spent 
days in the backyard of the Quaker 
Meetinghouse painting a huge 
protest banner made out of bed 
sheets that was to be unfurled on 
the Golden Gate Bridge when the 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
passed underneath carrying its 
deadly cargo bound for Vietnam. 


Beverly retained her antiwar and 
progressive political views for 
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the rest of her life. She faithfully 
participated in a vigil organized by 
Quakers that has been held weekly 
in front of the Federal Building in 
San Francisco since 2001 to protest 
the Afghan and Iraq wars. One of 
the organizers of the vigil noted that 
she was invariably the “best-dressed 
vigiler” who brought a “touch of 
class to our vigil.” 


Beverly always seemed to bring 

a touch of class to everything she 
did. After her marriage broke up in 
the early 1970s, Beverly decided to 
learn about classical Balinese dance 
and lived for months in a village 
where she learned the ancient art 
from a master teacher. She returned 
to Indonesia for six months in 1976 
along with her daughter Heather 
and decided to import fine batik 
fabrics through a company she 
created called Batik Java. She 
brought her daughter Erica with her 
to Hong Kong a few years later as 
she was setting up another company 
to import Asian silks called Jalan 
Silk Company. 


Needless to say, the economics 

of importing high quality fabrics 
from Asia was challenging for a 
young woman with little capital. 
She eventually had to abandon the 
import trade but used her contacts 
and knowledge of the retail industry 
to set herself up as an executive 
recruiter. 


It was not easy for Beverly to raise 
two young girls as a single mom. 
But Beverly clearly loved her girls 
more than anything else in the 
world and imparted to them her 
great love for the arts. Money was 
always scarce, but her daughters 
recall how Beverly would frequently 
take them around to galleries. When 
she would find a piece of art that 
she wanted, she would have to pay 
for it on the installment plan. She 
brought the girls with her as she 
returned to the gallery to make the 
regular payments and visit the piece 
of art and until she could finally 
bring it home. Heather recalls that 
“It brought her such joy and delight 
to be surrounded by works of art.” 
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Beverly’s had many other 
enthusiasms besides the arts, 

such as travel to Italy, gardening, 
spending time with her many 
friends and especially time with her 
daughters and her granddaughters, 
Hannah, Rachel and Jasmine. 

She was the perfect grandmother. 
Beverly shared with them, as she 
had with her own children, the joy 
she drew from the arts whether it be 
at performances of the Nutcracker 
or High Tea at the Fairmount. As 
Heather put it, “My mom could 
sprinkle them with pixie dust.” 


Even though she had a long and 
difficult struggle with leukemia, 
Beverly always radiated a positive 
energy that made others feel that 
they were the most important 
people in the world to her. Beverly 
was able to spend the last few 
weeks here with her loving family, 
who had one last opportunity 

to experience the magic that 
accompanied Beverly Labin on her 
journey through this life. 


Roy Clark 


Roy Albert Clark was born on 
March 11, 1917 in a sod house in 
Broken Bow, Nebraska and died on 
May 30, 2008 in Phoenix, Arizona. 
His education began in a one- 
room schoolhouse and continued 
at William Penn College, where 

he met Marie, the love of his life, 
and, turning from a strict Baptist 
background, found a new spiritual 
home as a Friend. 


Roy was drafted into the army 
after Pearl Harbor but refused to 
carry a weapon and was jailed. 

He conceded to serve in a non- 
combatant role in the Medical 
Corps, but the Army reneged on this 
agreement and assigned him to the 
Signal Corps. He felt so betrayed 
that he contemplated deserting but 
reconsidered and accepted a job as 
mail carrier in Hawaii. 


Before leaving for Hawaii, Roy had 
asked Marie to be his wife. Despite 
numerous obstacles Marie and 
Roy were wed under the care of 
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Honolulu Friends Meeting. During 
the balance of his term, Roy served 
as a Boy Scout leader when not 
fulfilling his military duties. 


After the war Roy and Marie 
returned to Iowa where they 

raised hogs and corn and where 

he continued his work as a Boy 
Scout leader. Roy and Marie had 
three sons, Raymond, Wayne, 

and Howard. When the Iowa 
winters began to take their toll on 
Marie’s health, the family moved 

to Buckeye, Arizona, where Roy 
taught general science and physical 
education in high school for thirty 
years. Just after their move West, 
Marie gave birth to Ann Irene, who 
did not survive. Their next child was 
Joan. Roy worked summers hauling 
hay, teaching drivers’ education, 
and milking cows to earn money for 
Marie and him to travel the country 
to watch Wayne play professional 
football and the world to visit 
Howard on State Department 
assignments. 


Upon retirement, Roy and Marie 
became Senior Olympic athletes, 
volunteered at the retirement 
center where they lived, leading 
exercise classes, playing the organ 
and helping in the Care Center, and 
seeing America in their RVs. His 
was a rich life, lived with a passion 
for all he encountered. 


Elizabeth Louise (Erwin) 
Thompson 


Elizabeth Louise Erwin was born 

in Birmingham, Michigan on 
November 21, 1913, to Louis and 
Juanita Erwin. She was the first of 
five children: sister, Florabelle, who 
is her only surviving sibling, and 
brothers Jack, Rick and Bob. 


Elizabeth grew up in a loving family 
and had a happy childhood. She 
was interested in literature, poetry, 
and theatre, but didn’t go to college, 
despite her mother’s urging. She 
regretted it and became a lifelong, 
voracious reader. 
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Her first marriage, in 1934 to high 
school basketball coach Franklin 
Whitney, was floundering when, 
on a trip to California, she met 
Gene Thompson. He was literate, 
opinionated and original, a sharp 
contrast to the small town values 
she had known growing up. 
Elizabeth shocked her friends and 
family when she divorced Whitney 
in 1941 and moved to Los Angeles to 
marry Gene. 


Gene and Elizabeth had three 
children: Christopher, Victoria and 
Hilarie. Life was not easy: Gene 
was frustrated and sensitive and 
began to drink heavily. When he 
was under the influence of alcohol, 
he often became abusive, and 
Elizabeth found herself becoming 
the family breadwinner, working 
various jobs while also serving as 
full-time homemaker. 


This was a difficult time for 
Elizabeth, but eventually she got 

a job she liked: as a clerk for the 
State Attorney General office. By 
now her two daughters had become 
actors and her son Christopher had 
become an artist. Then, in 1972, 
tragedy struck and Christopher 
Erwin Thompson drowned at age 
27 in the Kern River while painting 
a picture of Elijah from the Old 
Testament. This was the hardest 
time of Elizabeth’s life. She began to 
search for a spiritual path. 


She divorced Gene, but never left 
him, and in the ensuing years the 
two traveled extensively throughout 
Mexico, Central America and 
Europe, often accompanied by 
their friend Douglas Noble and 
Elizabeth’s sister, Flo. 


In her 60s and early 70s Elizabeth 
volunteered with the Visiting 
Nurses Association (the same 
hospice organization that came to 
take care of her on her last day). 
She was a long-time member of 
Toastmasters — where she won 
many awards and became a highly 
respected orator and evaluator. In 
her late 70’s, she started a book 
club, and also became an actress, 
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working as an extra in many films. 


For seven years — during which 
she survived bladder cancer (at 
age 87) — she took care of Gene 
Thompson, who died in January 
of 2001. After his death, she found 
another whole life to live, traveling 
with her daughters - and with niece 
Diane Sundholm — to China and 
Paris; camping throughout France, 
Turkey, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
and Scotland. She went on a 
genealogical expedition around 
the U.S. with daughter Hilarie and 
attended the Great Books seminar 
in Maine with daughter Victoria. 


Elizabeth started attending Orange 
Grove Monthly Meeting in 2000 
when she was 87 years of age, and 
she officially joined the Meeting 

in April of 2002. When she first 
started attending Meeting, she 
lived on Burbank Blvd in Van 

Nuys, California, but soon after 

she joined, she moved into the 
house in back of her daughter 
Victoria’s home, on Oakland Ave, 

in Pasadena. That little house 
became a central gathering place for 
the Meeting and a mecca for those 
wanting to share their troubles or 
just warm themselves in the glow of 
Elizabeth’s hospitality. 


Elizabeth was an active member 

of the Pastoral Care and Worship 

& Ministry Committees of the 
Meeting, and, as Clerk of the 
Library Committee, she used her 
broad knowledge of the spiritual 
literature to enhance the library 

in many aspects. She excelled 

at greeting young visitors and 

in nurturing their growth in the 
Meeting. If anyone wanted to really 
know what was going on in the lives 
of Meeting members and attenders, 
there was no better source of 
information than Elizabeth. She 
loved people, without reservation or 
judgment, and had a firm policy of 
never turning down an invitation. 
As aresult, she probably enjoyed 
more close friendships than anyone 
else in the Meeting. One of the 
ways she wished to be remembered 
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is by a quote from George Fox: 
“She walked cheerfully over the 
world answering to that of God in 
everyone.” 


Through her contacts in the 
Religious Society of Friends, 
Elizabeth became actively involved 
in prison ministry as a volunteer 
visitor in the Prisoner Visitation and 
Support Program and a facilitator 
in the Alternatives to Violence 
Project, the last indelible passion 
of her life. Right up until her last 
illness, she made monthly visits to 
the Federal Metropolitan Detention 
Center in downtown Los Angeles 

to listen to and share thoughts with 
prisoners. As a trained Alternative 
to Violence workshop facilitator 
she frequently traveled to different 
parts of California to facilitate 

AVP workshops for men and 
women incarcerated in California 
State prisons. Truly hundreds of 
imprisoned men and women were 
touched by her compassionate 

ears, her caring eyes and her tender 
touch. 


Elizabeth passed away at home after 
a short illness, October 1, 2008. 

She is survived by her younger 
sister, Florabelle Erwin; her two 
daughters, Victoria Thompson 

and Hilarie Ormsby; and her 4 
grandchildren: Hilary, Christopher, 
and Elizabeth Kerrigan and Austen 
Ormsby. She was able to die as 

she wanted, in her own home, 
peacefully, surrounded by loved 
ones. The Meeting’s deep sense 

of loss is paired with a feeling of 
tremendous gratitude for having 
had the privilege to spend time with 
this singularly loving and inspiring 
woman. 


Constance P. Brown 
1917-2007 


Constance Peakes Brown, “Connie”, 
was born June 24, 1917 in Dover- 
Foxcroft, Maine. With her husband 
of many years, Robert Brown 
(deceased 1993), Connie raised 
three sons and a daughter. In 2004, 
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under the care of Eugene Friends 
Meeting, Connie married her 

old friend and fellow community 
activist Lyle Perkins after many 
years of friendship. 


Connie was educated at Arapahoe 
Community College in Colorado, 
Allan Hancock Community College 
and California Polytechnic Institute 
where she earned her credential to 
teach high school. 


In 1967, The Denver Region 
American Friends Service 
Committee sent Connie to 
Washington, DC for a peace lobby 
directed by the Friends Committee 
on National Legislation. Involved 
in the anti-war movement during 
her college years, she joined Santa 
Barbara Friends Meeting as a 
convinced Friend in 1969. 


In the interest of peace, the Browns 
joined delegations to Brussels in 
1983 and to Israel, the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in 1989. A three 
week journey in the Soviet Union 
in 1985 and the Mississippi Peace 
Cruise the following year were 
undertaken also as peace activists. 
In addition, there was a Quaker 
Study Tour of Costa Rica in 1991. 


In mature life, Connie was active 

in the Democratic Party as a 
precinct committee-woman and 
volunteer worker for political 

office candidates. As a member of 
the League of Women Voters, she 
worked on national security and 
sustainable agriculture studies. 

She belonged to the American Civil 
Liberties Union, the Arab-American 
Anti-Discrimination Committee and 
the Inter-Religious Committee for 
Peace in the Middle East. 


Connie was active in her home 
meetings, serving on many 
committees, including Recording 
Clerk for Santa Barbara Meeting, 
representative of Eugene Friends 
Meeting on the steering committee 
of North Pacific Yearly Meeting, 
the Ministry and Oversight and 
Ministry & Worship Committees. 
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Friends remember Connie’s 
passionate, spirited advocacy for 
peace and social justice right up 
until the end of her life. 


Connie died in Portland, Oregon, 
September 28th, 2007 at age 90. 
She is survived by sons Robert 
and Christopher, daughter Aisha, 
nine grandchildren and six great- 
grandchildren. 


Rebeca Valdivia 


January 6, 1962-October 21, 2008 


La Jolla Monthly has been deeply 
touched and saddened by the 
untimely death of our beloved 
member, Rebeca Valdivia who died 
on October 21, 2008 after a difficult 
struggle with cancer. 


Rebeca was born on January 

6, 1962 in Santiago, Chile. She 

was the third child in a family of 

6 children. At the age of 3, she 
developed some lumps on her neck 
and the whole family moved to the 
mountains for fresher air. She was 
in a small village called El Transito 
and the lumps miraculously 
disappeared a few months later. 
Her family moved back to Santiago; 
when she was 7, they moved to 
Dayton, Ohio. Always a good 
student, Rebeca won a Spelling Bee 
after only a few months in the USA. 
A few years later, her family moved 
to Escondido, CA where they have 
remained. 


Rebeca continued to excel in school. 


She went on a summer abroad 
program in Turkey with AFS right 
out of high school and continued 
throughout her life to relish new 
experiences to expand her cultural 
and social awareness. She received 
her B.A. in Diversified Liberal 
Arts and her Masters in Special 
Education from the University of 
San Diego. Later she was awarded 
a PhD in Bilingual Education from 
the University of Illinois, Urbana- 
Champaign. 


Rebeca had an illustrious career 
which spanned 25 years. She 
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helped families, schools and com- 
munities create developmentally 
appropriate, inclusive, and cultur- 
ally and linguistically competent 
environments that nurture young 
children. She served as a statewide 
consultant for various early child- 
hood oriented training and techni- 
cal assistance projects. She held 
several leadership positions includ- 
ing mentor teacher at the San Diego 
Office of Education and member of 
the California Advisory Commission 
on Special Education. 


Since 2003, Rebeca served as 
Senior Research Associate with 
WestEd’s Center for Child and 
Family Studies. She developed 
resources, provided training 

and professional development, 
and presented to national and 
international audiences on best 
practices in early childhood dual 
language development, early 
childhood special education 

and the formation of successful 
family partnerships. She oversaw 
CCFS’s San Diego office where 

she contributed to a number of 
statewide projects and to numerous 
books and journals. Shortly before 
she received her cancer diagnosis, 
she was awarded a Fulbright 
Scholarship. 


Rebeca’s brilliance as a professional 
does not adequately describe who 
she was as a person. A vibrant 
and beautiful woman, Rebeca 
lived life to the fullest. She was a 
devoted single mother to her sons, 
Cristofer and Arel who meant the 
world to her. Rebeca came to La 
Jolla Meeting when her children 
were small. She was initially 
impressed with the openness 
Friends displayed toward her infant 
and acceptance of her desire to 
keep him with her during worship. 
She attended Meeting for over 16 
years and became a member in 
2002. Her children were raised 

in Meeting and she was a popular 
teacher in First Day School. She 
also was an important addition to 
the Funds and Budget Committee 
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and contributed her wisdom in its 
deliberations. 


Though she appeared to be a calm 
and happy person most of the time, 
her loved ones report a fierceness 
in defending the disenfranchised in 
the midst of an injustice. Rebeca 
had a very close knit and loving 
family of origin and she lavished 
large amounts of love and support 
to her family members. She also had 
a gift for developing close long term 
friendships. She loved her family, 
friends, travel, music, cooking, 
dancing and entertaining. Even in 
her final instructions, she expressed 
who she was and a desire to care 
for others in her wish for specific 
music which had great meaning 
and an international potluck at the 
reception. 


Friends also were present at her 
burial the day before Thanksgiving 
and about 40 Friends participated 
in a Thanksgiving walk/run to 
benefit the hungry. They wore Team 
Rebeca tee shirts to honor her and 
dedicated their contributions in her 
name. We will miss her presence 
and beautiful smile very much. 


Shirley Hilfinger 


Shirley was born on January 21, 
1930 in Kansas City, MO, and grew 
up in Cincinnati, OH. She received 
a B.S. in Social Administration 
from Ohio State University and 

an M.A. in Religious Education 
from Northwestern University. 
She continued her education with 
courses in children’s literature and 
social work in Minnesota and in 
Arizona. 


Shirley joined Phoenix Monthly 
Meeting where she worked as 

clerk and on several committees, 
including First Day School, Ministry 
and Oversight, and Library. 


In her home life, Shirley and her 
husband Jack worked with the 
Young Friends. Anna and Mark 
were blessings in their lives. When 
Jack died in 1978, she became 

a part of the Phoenix Human 


22 Western Friend 


Resources Program where she 
received many tributes for her 
service as a social worker. She 
contributed much to the raising Pe, 
of her grandson Mathew. . io 
vN 


PENDLE HILL 


Pamphlets are timely essays on many 
facets of Quaker life, thought and 
spirituality, readable at one sitting. 
Subscribe to receive six pamphlets/ 
year for $25 (US.) Also available: 
every pamphlet published previously 
by Pendle Hill, including recent 
pamphlets byWarren Ostrom, Marge 
Abbott, Robert Griswold and Steve 
Smith. 800-742-3150 x.2 or book- 
store@pendlehill.org. 


Shirley enjoyed the opera and 

the symphony. Her sensitivity to 
the needs of others brought her 
friends from newcomers as well as 
members of the Meeting. 


Shirley died at home Jan. 24, 2008. 


CALENDAR 


Western Friend maintains 
an online calendar of 
Quakerly events in the West 
at westernfriend.org/events. 
A version of this calendar is 
printed in WF on a quarterly 
basis. The next print issue 


will be published in May. 
Check your Jan/Feb issue for AAT UETa a | 
the last one. Providing grants in support of 
micro-enterpise development in 
Please help fill both the south india, Africa, and among Friends. 


print and online versions 
with events! Send listings to 
editor @westernfriend.org. 


learn more a WWW rawrorg 
* Make a donation 
® Sign up for the ASWR newsletter 
* Contact us for a program at your 
mecting or church. 
107 Quaker Hil Dr. Richmond, IN AT3/4 
765.866.0314. 


Do you run a Friendly business? Want to 
connect with Friends on issues or a hobby? 


Consider advertising with Western Friend! 


| 2009 Advertising Rates: $.50 per word for classified ads. Minimum charge 

$15. Box ads: 10% extra, 25% extra for color. Logo incl. for addtl. $10. 
10% discount for 3 consecutive ads, 25% for 10. Display ads: $20 per 

column inch. Add 15% for spot, 25% for full color. Full page: $350; half 

| page: $200; one-third page: $150; two-thirds page: $250. Discounts for 

| consecutive display ads. Ads should be prepaid. Deadline: four weeks prior 

to publication. For more info, call Kathy Hyzy at 503.956.4709 or email | 


- editor@westernfriend.org 


affordable rates * thousands of readers 
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Quaker Life 


A Publication of Friends United Meeting VA 
fo 


Quaker Life--informing and equip- 
ping Friends around the world. Free 
sample available upon request. Join 
our family of Friends for one year 

(6 issues) at $24. For information 
contact Quaker Life 101 Quaker Hill 
Drive Richmond, IN 47374. 

Ph: 765-962-7573 

Email: quakerlife@fum.org 

Website: www.fum.org 


Friends Journal 

is more than a mag- 
azine--it's a ministry 
of the written word. 
Friends worldwide 
find community 

in each issue full of award-winning 
articles, opinions, poetry, news and 
art. Call us toll-free at 800-47 1-6863 
and mention offer code FB2008 to 
receive 12 monthly issues for $35, 
saving 42% off the cover price! 
FRIENDS JOURNAL, 1216 Arch 
St., 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107. 


www.friendsjournal.org. 


i N Kalimba 
il Magic 


The kalimba, or African thumb 
piano, can be a spiritual com- 
panion, a personal instrument 
of peace, and a conduit for the 
joy of God. 
Learn more at: 
www.kalimbamagic.com 

(520) 881-4666 
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SERVICES 


Need Clarity? 
\) By phone on-the-go 


“) clearness for following your 

leadings. Quaker with 35 years’ 
experience offering personal life 
coaching at a reduced rate for Friends. 
(FAQ at www.coachfederation.org.) 
M.Ed. in Counseling, School of the 
Spirit graduate, CTI trained 
(www.thecoaches.com.) Call Susan 
Swanstrom at 406-529-6937. 

My leading is carbon neutrality—deep 


discount if this is yours as well! 


Quaker Commercial Realtor 
specializing in income property sales 
and 1031 replacements nationally. 
Call Allen Stockbridge, JD, CCIM at 
877-658-3666. 

KK AOK 
Vintage Books. Rare and out- 
of-print Quaker journals, history, 
religion. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden 
Rowe St. Hopkinton, MA 01748. 
Email: vintage@gis.net. Website: 


www. vintagequakerbooks.com. 
KKK OK 


Join the Fellowship of the Quakers 
in the Arts ($25/yr) and share your 
work with Friends in our exciting 
quarterly, Types & Shadows. Seeking 
short fiction & nonfiction, poetry, 
drawings, B&W photos, and news of 
Quaker art. Help create a new chap- 
ter in Quaker history! More info: 
FQA, 1515 Cherry St., Philadelphia 
PA 19102. Email submissions OK. 
fqa@quaker.org www.quaker.org/fqa 
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SCHOOLS, 


RETREAT CENTERS & 
RETIREMENT HOMES 


Ben Lomond Quaker Center 
Personal retreats, family reunions, 
weddings, retreats, and our own 
schedule of Quaker programs. 
Among the redwoods, near Santa 
Cruz, CA. 831-336-8333. 
http://www.quakercenter.org. 


2K KKK 


William Penn House, a Quaker 
Center on Capitol Hill in Washing- 
ton, DC offering hospitality, semi- 
nars on peace, social justice, dialogue 
among faiths on AIDS and related 
issues. Washington Quaker Work- 
camps provides Quaker service learn- 
ing. We seek interns for all of our 
programs. www.williampennhouse. 


org 202-543-5560. 


Friends House Continuing Care 
Retirement Community 


A Great Place to Grow Old 


Friends House is a Quaker- 
sponsored non-profit retirement 
community located north of San 
Francisco in beautiful Northern 
California. Assisted living, skilled 
nursing, and garden apartments for 
independent living are all situated 
on a seven-acre level campus. 
Residents may participate in 
governance, educational programs, 
entertainment and hospitality 
activities along with free use of a 
well-maintained private library of 
5500 catalogued volumes. Residents 
enjoy an abundance of edible 
landscaping and exercising in the 
on-site fitness center. 684 Benicia 
Drive, Santa Rosa CA 95409. 
707-538-0152 www.friendshouse. 
org. RCFE #496801929/ SNF 
#010000123/ COA #220. 


The 
Woolman 
Semester 


Friends 
high school 
intensive 


Interdepndent studies of 
peace, justice & sustainability 


Project-based learning 
Living in Quaker community 
Extensive service-learning 
trips 
Call 530-273-3183 to 
find out more. 
www.woolman.org 


Wellspring Friends School: 
alternative, accredited high school 
grades 9-12, non-residential. “A 
climate of affirmation” rooted in the 
Quaker spiritual community, non- 
violence, honoring the Light in every 
person. For more information, visit 
www.wellspringsfriends.org, or call 


541-686-1223. 


TRAVEL 


OPPORTUNITIES 


Consider a Costa Rican Study Tour 
Visit the Quaker community of 
Monteverde. See the cloud forest and 
two oceans. Custom tours available. 
Write Sarah Stuckey, Apdo 46-5655, 
Monteverde, Costa Rica. Phone/ 
FAX: 011-506-645-7090 or email: 
crstudy@racsa.co.cr. Website: www. 
crstudytours.com. 
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Guided study 


Spirit-led discernment 
Community support 


trengthen what is most alive within yourself! 
Explore new practices, prepare for leadership or 
service. Discover and live into God's calling for 
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you now. 
Through daily community practices of Quaker 


worship, work, study, and service, Pendle Hill's Resident 
Program offers opportunities for spiritual deepening to 
all who seek personal and social transformation. Seekers, 
artists, activists, those on sabbatical ... 


Is this your year for Pendle Hill? 


Fall: October 2-December 19 


2009—2010 Term Dates | Winter: January 8-March 20 
Spring: April 2-June 12 
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Three We eck Intens Saturday Course 


Bringing Our Lives to Life 

Martha Kemper and Marcelle Martin 

Jan. 16, Feb. 6, March 6, April 3, May 1, 2010 

Using writing, movement, voice, theater, drawing, guided 
meditation, and prayer, discover and express the deep 


passions of your life. 


Faithful Transitions: 
Spiritual Discernment in a Time of Change 
Marcelle Martin, Carol Sexton, Walter Hjelt Sullivan 


January 8-29, 2010 
Experience community support as you consider changes 
in lifestyle, career, relationships, vocation, or service. 


Nip Contact Darlene Walker 
A ag GG pair iare 


a 800.742.3150 ext. 161 


A Ne Center ‘for Study and CoaeeaseAee 610.566.4507 ext. 161 


ww.pendlehill.org 


